Though the characters in Mrs. Warrerfi Profession are more
solidly portrayed than in Widowers' Houses, there are some
structural resemblances between the two plays. In the same
manner as Sartorius defends his profession,when it is attacked
by his daughter's lover, Mrs. Warren defends hers, when her own
daughter attacks it. On this scene of recrimination and defence,
Shaw bestows great skill. Vivie Warren is built up touch by touch.
First she makes a tremendous impression on the susceptible Praed,
He cries:

Praed.
You modern yowig ladies are perfectly splendid!1
Vivie is described as an attractive specimen of the sensible, able,
highly educated, young, middle-class English woman. Proud,
strong, confident, self possessed.2 As the Third Wrangler portrays
herself, Praed starts up and rubs his eyes in wonder. She is practical
and does not seek the bubble of academic reputation. She has no
illusions about the Cambridge Mathematical Tripos, But sh'->
wastes no time finding fault with the educational system. She
would turn it to a very good bank account. She docs not care
in the least for romance or beauty, As she describes her philo-
sophy of life, very naturally, PraecTs blood runs cold:
Vivie:   / like working and getting paid for it.
When I am tired of working / like a com-
fortable chair, a cigar% a little whisky, ami
a novel with a good detective story in It.9
So the aircraft-carrier called Vivie, clears her decks for action
against her mother. Mrs. Warren has an ultimatum duly served
on her. If she does not tell Vivie, who her father is, the mother
will see the last of her daughter the next day. By the time the
action is over, the battleship retreats belching smoke. The earthly
providence of Vivie opens her shore batteries:
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